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 HALWELL & MORELEIGH ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
          Followed by the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
Thursday 19th May, 2025 at 7pm  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: D. Treeby, N. Palmer, R. Chalk, A. Dalgliesh, J. Collins, M. McInerney, H. Reeve. 

 In attendance: S. Winstanley (Clerk) Cllr. Louise Wainwright.  
 

1. To Elect the Chair of the Parish Council 

D. Treeby was nominated and seconded.  There being no other nominations, Denys Treeby was   
elected Chair and signed the Acceptance of Office. 

 
2.  To Elect the Vice Chair of the Parish Council 

     Neil Palmer was nominated and seconded.  There being no other nominations Neil Palmer was  

     elected Vice Chair.  
 

OPEN FORUM – Two members of the public were present. 

 It was requested that the VAS be placed on the Diptford Road after several months outside 
Moreleigh Cross Farm. 

 The problem of potholes was highlighted and complaint made concerning the DCC’s parameters for 

  what  constitutes a pothole and the arrangements for the repairs which at times seems 

incomprehensible.  It was agreed the Chair would take Cllr. Wainwright around the Parish to 

highlight the problems. 
 

3.   APOLOGIES –  S. Rake, R. Tozer, P. Westlake 
 

4.   MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th April, 2025  It was proposed, seconded          
and Resolved that the Chair sign the Minutes as a true and correct record.                                            

                                                                                   

5.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members are invited to declare any personal or disclosable 
 Pecuniary interests including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to 

be considered at this meeting –      N. Palmer declared a pecuniary interest in application  

No. 0741/25/FUL.  M. McInerney and J. Collins declared a pecuniary interest in application 
No. 1227 & 1228/25/HHO/FUL. 

 
6.    CLERK’S REPORT –  

 Lloyds Bank are charging the PC £4.25 a month.  Members decided that if the bank is 

changed there is every chance another bank will do the same. 
 We still have received no quotes for the Notice board in the new bus shelter and for 

providing a bench –  J. Collins gave details of quotes they have received.  It was agreed a 

further quote be obtained and the lead time be provided. 
 It was agreed a slatted bench be provided and a hardwood notice board with.sliding doors. 
 Drainage work is due to be carried out in Church Street from the 19th- 25th May. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                               377 

 

 
7.       PLANNING  & PLANNING MATTERS  -  to be considered 

0741/25/FUL - Lower Poulston Farm, Halwell, TQ9 7LE 
Proposed demolition of barn and replacement with 4 dwellings (in lieu of Class Q 

consent 0364/23/PDM)  

N. Palmer left the meeting.  Following discussion it was agreed to recommend approval. 
N. Palmer rejoined the meeting. 

J. Collins & M. McInerney left the meeting 
1227/25/HHO - 3 Church Street Halwell TQ9 7JB 

Application for conversion of garage building to side & addition of a dormer to 
existing kitchen 1228/25/LBC - 3 Church Street Halwell TQ9 7JB  

Listed Building Consent for conversion of garage building to side & addition of a 

dormer to existing kitchen extension  
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend support for both applications. 

J. Collins & McInerney rejoined the meeting. 
1075/25/HHO - 6 Moreleigh Heights Moreleigh TQ9 7FH  

Application for loft conversion, installation of 2 rooflights & internal alterations at 

first floor level  
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend support. 

1258/25/VPO  The Laurels, Moreleigh, TQ9 7JH  
Application for modification of Section 106 Agreement on 0665/21/FUL  

            Following discussion it was agreed to recommend support. 
 

8.      FINANCIAL MATTERS:-      

a) To approve payment of the following bank transfer  
          £960.00 -  Mark Rowe (gulley sucking) 

         £367.52 – S. Winstanley (Apr) 
 £250.00 – S. Winstanley (1/2 cost of new laptop) 

 £95.00 –  J. Leverington (Audit) 

 £4.25 -     Lloyds Bank charge 
 £367.32 – S. Winstanley (May)                                          Approved 

      b)  Cash at bank £25518.39 (including £1387.12 VAT & first Precept payment £5830)             
  

                    c)    Pump track                                                         Crowdfunder          12,103.20 

                                                  “            8,000.00 

               Main Grant    20,000.00   
               Bike fundraise    510.00 

                                                                                                   DCC grant       1,000.00  
               DCC grant       1,000.00 

                         SHDC grant      1,000.00 
               Section 106     7,386.80  

               Section 106     2,368.50 

               Section 106     2,750.00 
Total Income                                56118.50  

No Parish Council funds were spent on the provision of the Pump Track. 
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9.    To discuss the use of the remaining Section 106 monies.     

        There is £2750 remaining which could be used to repair the fencing around the play area. 
        The goal posts need to be replaced.  It was agreed Landmarc be approached for a quote for 

        metal goal posts. 
        Concerning the possibility of having a donation box for the pump track, it was agreed that     

        JustGiving be approached to set up a QR code for donations.  

        
10.   To discuss purchasing a second VAS -   

        It was agreed that the PC should go ahead and purchase a second VAS for use in Halwell. 
 

11.   CORRESPONDENCE – Emails from R. Bent (who was present) and from A. Roberts which will 
        Be considered at the next meeting. 

 

12.  COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS –  
 H. Reeve – Raised the possibility of having a donation box by the pump track which is being  

                         used constantly.  To be an agenda item next meeting. 
         J. Collins – The drains between Foxgloves &  Place Barton are overgrown with grass. 

 

13.   DATES OF MEETINGs for the coming year at Halwell & Moreleigh Village Hall at 7pm  
 

       16th June 2025 
       21st July 2025 

       15th September 2025 
       20th October 2025 

       17th November 2025 

       19th January 2026 
       16th February 2026 

       16th March 2026 
       20th April 2026 

       18th May 2026  AMPC & APM 

 
 

 
 

 

       SIGNED …………………………………………………………   
         Denys Treeby – Chair 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
1. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT- Cllr. S. Rake (by email) 

Annual report from Simon Rake, District Councillor for Blackawton and Stoke Fleming Ward for 2024-25 

The past year has been a challenging one for the District Council, but I suppose this would be true to 
say of most years! 

We have faced pressure on income from, among other things, the complete removal of the Rural 
Services Delivery Grant – which had been introduced to recognise the extra costs of delivering services 

such as waste collection in a rural area – and on costs from general inflation and the increase in 
National Insurance contributions (not covered by the government’s compensation, despite promises to 

the contrary). In order to meet our legal obligation to adopt a balanced budget we had to make some 

difficult and perhaps less than popular decisions, most notably on parking charges in South Hams car 
parks.  

These charges had not been increased for four years, our predecessors perhaps favouring the path of 
least resistance, and as a result were much lower than in other seaside and market town locations in 

the southwest. Trying to catch up meant that some of the increases were substantial and I fully 

understand that this upset people in some locations. In some car parks, the increases were further 
inflated by a change in their designation from long-stay to short-stay. In all cases this change was 

made at the suggestion of the relevant Town Council. 
As I hope you know by now, we attempted to mitigate the impact on our residents by introducing a 

Residents’ Discount scheme. This requires the registration of a vehicle, for a 12-month period at a cost 
of £5 per vehicle. Registration can be done online or in person at Follaton House. 

Once registered one of two things happens when you park in a South Hams car park: 

If you pay using the PayByPhone app you will be charged a discounted rate – the discount varying 
according to the length of time you are paying for. 

If you pay at the ticket machine using cash, you will be allowed to stay for an extra half hour – the car 
park wardens have a handheld device which recognises your car as being registered on the scheme and 

therefore won’t write a ticket until that extra half hour has expired. 

Our Residents’ Concessionary permit is still available, and should perhaps be better known. The permit 
costs £71 per year and allows free parking from 3pm to 10am in the vast majority of South Hams car 

parks. 
Combining the two means that you can park for free for 19 hours every day and at a discounted rate 

for the rest of the time. 
Clearly there are those who will be particularly affected by the changes; people who work in our towns 

and frequent visitors who live close to but outside the South Hams both spring to mind. All I would say 

on this is that we will be monitoring the situation very closely and will carry out a review of how things 
are working in the autumn. This will give us a chance to see if any changes need to be made. From the 

feedback and data we have already gathered, it seems that the increased charges are not deterring 
visitors to any significant extent, but that many residents are unhappy. We can’t always get these 

things right first time, especially when there are a lot of competing expectations, so we will listen to all 

views and then consider changes. Please do let me know what you think. 
Of course, an alternative way of addressing the budget pressures would have been to use the 

approximately £600,000 that we expect the introduction of double Council Tax on second homes to 
generate.  

However, we have always been clear that as second homes put pressure primarily on housing provision 

in the District, it is only right that the additional Council Tax raised should be used to address this. We 
have therefore ring-fenced this money to boost the supply of affordable housing and continue actively  
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to pursue projects in various places around the District. We recently purchased the final three units at 

the St Anne’s Chapel development, which had originally been intended for the open market. This comes 

on top of the eight social-rent homes already in occupation at the same development and the 17 homes 
purchased under the government’s Local Authority Housing Fund scheme. 

 
As you will know, South Hams District Council only gets to keep 8% of the total council tax it collects 

from you. The bulk of the rest goes to Devon County Council. For the current financial year the County 

Council has elected to put the additional money from the second homes premium into its general fund, 
but I very much hope that with a new administration it will make different choices for future years. 

Our work to make SHDC cleaner and greener continues. At long last there is progress on the installation 
of solar panels on the roof of one of our leisure centres, Quayside in Kingsbridge, our van fleet is 

moving over to electric vehicles and with support from DEFRA we have been able to acquire and plant 
at 65-acre community woodland site in South Brent. Other sites are in the pipeline, as we seek to plant 

a tree for every resident of the South Hams. As well as being an invaluable carbon store, the new 

woodland will boost biodiversity, and, who knows, we may even be able to sell biodiversity credits to 
developers who are unable to achieve Biodiversity Net Gain requirements on their own sites. 

Turning to more personal and local matters, I am proud and delighted to have been elected as the new 
County Councillor for the neighbouring division of Dartmouth & Marldon, and very happy that I will be 

working alongside Louise Wainwright your new County Councillor.  I would however like to record my 

thanks and pay tribute to my predecessor in the role, Jonathan Hawkins, who has served our local area 
with dedication and distinction for many years as both a District and a County Councillor. While we may 

have our differences, I know that he and I share a deep and abiding love for the South Hams and the 
communities that call this their home. 

The new role will mean that I will be more or less a full-time Councillor and I look forward to tackling 
the challenges that this will bring. I think that my dual role will help in ensuring that issues that might 

otherwise slip through the gaps between District and County can be dealt with better and I will work 

closely with Louise when it comes to Halwell & Moreleigh. 
I have continued to enjoy working with your Parish Council over the past year and would like to thank 

all Councillors for their friendly and open approach. I have immense admiration and respect for anyone 
who volunteers in our communities in any way, but particularly for those who take on elected positions 

with all the additional responsibilities, complications and constraints that this may bring. I would also 

like to add my thanks to Sall, your excellent Parish Clerk, I think she brings a rare mix of qualities to the 
job and that you are very lucky to have her as your Clerk.  

My casework in the Parish has been relatively light, for which I am of course grateful, but I hope that 
Councillors and Parishioners alike know that I will respond quickly to any queries they may have. 

Getting a response is one thing, getting a solution can take a little longer but I am quite dogged and 

will generally keep making a nuisance of myself until we have an answer. 
I am very pleased to have been able to offer my support – both financial from my locality fund and 

practical – to the pump track project. I was extremely impressed by the speed at which this project 
came to completion and offer my heartiest congratulations to all involved. I think that the finished track 

is fantastic and I’m sure it will be a treasured asset in the Parish. It is a really good example of what 
can be achieved when there is a good idea that has widespread support in a community. 

Looking at the year ahead, it is likely to be characterised by continued financial constraints and by the 

looming spectre of Local Government Reorganisation. The shape and timing of the latter remain 
unclear, but there is one thing of which I think we can be almost certain: once the dust has settled 

Parish Councils will be called upon to do more for their local communities. To achieve this, they may 
have to seek to work together with neighbouring parishes, for example to provide lengthsman or road-

sweeping services in the most effective way. 

I think that the residents of Halwell & Moreleigh are well served by a Parish Council that is effective, 
thoughtful and well-organised, with excellent professional support. I have every confidence in their 

ability to rise to the challenges and look forward to supporting them in any way I can. 
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr. Louise Wainwright 
 

I am delighted and humbled in equal measure to have been elected as your County Councillor with the 

responsibility of representing 16 parishes across a region known as the 'Salcombe Division'.  I offer my 
genuine respect to all those voted in the local government elections irrespective of the candidate they 

supported.  I regret that politics interferes with local government elections where I believe the focus 
should be in 'the best person for the job' capable of exploring and developing local solutions for local 

problems.  I will work closely with District Councillors to deliver the best possible services within the 

severe budgetary constraints that face us.  
  

As demand increases and budget cuts bite even more, we can expect difficult times ahead.  Community 
spirit, volunteers and charitable groups will continue to bridge funding gaps in their local 

communities.  Local endeavour helps to build community resilience and local pride and be a joyful way 
of bringing together all sectors of the parish.  I will use my Locality Fund to support these endeavours.  

  

The lack of affordable housing and the high level of part-time residents was a concern voiced during my 
intensive canvassing campaign.  I warmly invite part-time residents to take a more active role in their 

local communities by attending local events, helping to organise new local gatherings and joining local 
clubs and societies.  This will both bring a dynamic experience to their enjoyment of the wonderful area 

where they have chosen to live and build stronger relationships with permanent residents.  Part-time 

residents contribute twice as much council tax to local government budgets.  I want to explore how 
these additional funds might benefit local community needs before being absorbed into the general 

fund.  This will require parish councils to have a more dynamic communication system capable of 
genuinely measuring and articulating local needs to local government.  I want to assist in this process if 

needed. 
  

Let’s meet at your monthly parish council meetings.  More people need to show a genuine interest in 

strengthening the ability of parish councils to represent the interests of their local communities.  I want 
to help build the ability of all parishes to become ‘Unitary-ready’ within the next three years when we 

will no longer benefit from the services of our District and County Councils and Councillors.  The process 
of local government reorganisation will mean that communities will rely more heavily on their town and 

parish councils to represent their views and reliably communicate these to the new Unitary Authority.   

  
I am exploring innovative ways of piloting the delivery of rural road repairs through well-resourced local 

hubs of qualified local farmers in a possible farm diversification programme.  I will share more 
information as these discussions develop.  I will spend more time with our Highways Officer to support 

his role in prioritising the programme of works. 

  
You can find out more about my background on my Facebook page @Louise4Devon where you can 

follow links to the various businesses and organisations with which I have been involved. I will be 
developing a comprehensive digital communication platform in my role as your County Councillor using 

my experience as former parish magazine Editor.  Links and signups will soon be found on my 
website www.louise4devon.com 

  

I am looking forward to playing an active role in optimising the services available from local government 
and building the resilience of our parishes in the Salcombe Division. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

http://www.louise4devon.com/
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3.  CHAIR’S REPORT 
The year has been dominated by the provision of a pump track which has proved a great success as 

was the splendid breakfast arranged for the official opening.  A committee made up of PC Members 

set about raising the cost of the track meaning that no PC funds were put towards the cost. 
     A mirror was put up at the entrance to Bickleigh Lane to assist in safer exits onto the main road. 

     Members carried out the considerable amount of work required to improve the surface of Bickleigh 
Lane for walkers.  Funds were provided by DCC. 

A new defibrillator cabinet has been provided in Moreleigh the previous one having leaked.  The PC 

has provided funds to keep the defibrillators maintained – thanks to Katie Finn who carries out this 
function. 

A new bus shelter in Halwell has been provided , 
One of the adult exercise trainers in the play areas was broken and the PC arranged for this to be 

repaired. 
The PC provided the funding to have the milestone repaired and replaced. 

Members have worked very hard for the community this year and thanks to everyone who has 

helped to improve the facilities in the Parish. 
 

4.  MORELEIGH CHURCH REPRESENTATIVE – Rose Hannaford 
      We are going to be busy at Moreleigh Church.  We have a wedding and two Christenings. Our  

     Services will remain the same - one a month. 

The Easter Egg hunt went well with lots of children walking off down the lane and returning to 
Church for drinks , cake and Easter eggs. 

The building work to the tower is finished for the time being and the ceiling has been repaired. 
Our next project is a new heating system.  Our electrician has visited the Church and we are now 

waiting for the costings for the work. 

I would like to thank the Parish Council for the grant towards the upkeep of the Churchyard. 
Thanks to Paul Westlake for keepiing our yard tidy and also Ross Tozer for maintenance of the  

Church. 
 

5.  ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH REPRESENTATIVE  
     St Leonards continues to hold a service once a month with the new time of 9.30am and always the 

first Sunday of the month.  St Leonards works with Moreleigh and Harbertonford churches too as 

the support is needed for all three churches to keep their doors open. 
      St Leonards continues to hold it's successful luncheon club the last Tuesday of the month. A 

homemade two course meal which includes a variety of delicious desserts. 20-26 come to enjoy 
the food and company and it is open to all.  

     The churchyard is well kept and changes with the seasons  the donation from the Parish Council 

towards it's upkeep is always appreciated; 
      Keep your eyes open this year for Remembrance in November where a special display of poppies 

is in the pipeline and Christmas where we now have a lit up cross on the tower and hope to have 
another this year on the other side.  Being in such a prominent position it gives St Leonard's a 

good spot to highlight these special times of the year. 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 383 
 
 

6.  THE PARISH NEWS – 

     Parish News has continued with similar numbers of subscribers. We had no objections to the slight 
price increase last year (due to printing costs) and many people I have spoken to believe the 

Parish News subscription to be very reasonable.  

We still have a good number of adverts throughout the Parish News, however, there is always 
space for more. This may be something we need to think about going forward to help with the 

printing funds.  
We include a range of information within the Parish News, including Adam’s ‘Sense and 

Sustainability’ which always proves an interesting read and write ups about Parish events, as well 

as advertising up-coming Parish events. 
Angela (Taylor) sends a ‘What’s on’ at the Village Hall each month which works as a good reminder 

to all, about various village and out of village events that are going on.  
We try as much as possible to keep the Parish News relevant to a wide range of Parishioners by 

including sudokus, word games, a monthly recipe and ‘Things to do in the garden’ along with all of 
the other information already mentioned.  

We have tried on a few occasions to encourage parishioners to send in write-ups that they think 

may be relevant, however, this has not been very successful. It would be great if we could get one 
or two people to regularly send in information of interest, to others, just to add another section to 

the Parish News. 
 

Feedback is always welcome.  

 
7. HALWELL & MORELEIGH VILLAGE HALL 

 
The village hall has had another good year for its community.  Annual events have taken place and 

been well supported.  Two extra events took place this year, hosting the breakfast for the grand 
opening of the pump track where money raised from the breakfast is being put towards painting the 

outside of the hall which is happening now. The second event was a bingo in memory of Basil 

Edmonds where money raised has bought another bench for the playing field, a cup for sports day 
and a donation to the Children's Hospice South West.  

The hall bookings are busy with many weekly sessions taking place. Pilates, Pickle ball, Little Stars 
playgroup, Archery club, Baby Signing plus many monthly events. The children's craft days were 

held in the hall for village children and will be doing the same this year which is always a good event 

leading up to the village fete and show. 
Apart from painting the outside of the hall no other improvements are felt needed for now. 

 
 

 
 


